
WE 16.01.2026  

Dear Parents and Carers,  

The week started with a fantastic trip out for 40 pupils from Stanhope who went to the Young Voices 2026 concert and 

it sounds like they had a great time! Thank you to staff and parent volunteers who 

accompanied the children and those parents who made your way to Birmingham 

to be part of the audience. We hope you enjoyed the experience as much as the 

children despite the late night back!  

It has been great to get into classrooms this week and see children enthused by their 

Spring term Enquiry question. Year 3 and 4 set off with their passports on Thursday to 

“experience” several countries in Europe and Year 5 enjoyed exploring varying climate 

zones across the Earth earlier in the week. Reception have been thinking about maps and 

how places of interest are shown by symbols. Each year group will be sending a copy of 

their termly Knowledge Mat home on Monday via Dojo and in paper form and we hope 

this is useful for parents to know what key knowledge, vocabulary and enquiry question 

their children are thinking about in school.  

We have been talking to the children about their experience of lunchtime and will develop 

lunchtime provision in the upcoming weeks. Year 6 Sports Leaders have begun their                      

training with our Sports Coach Miss Appleby and we look forward to them supporting games in Year 1 and 2 over 

lunchtimes starting soon. We have also continued to embed our Stanhope expectations of Fantastic Walking around 

school and Fantastic Listening and will continue talking to the children during the remainder of this half term about 

what it means to Be Kind: Be Safe and Be your Best Self! 

Have a great weekend and I will look forward to continuing to meet parents and getting to know the school community 

as we start the third week back this Spring Term. Best Wishes, Mrs Bridges.  

 

Creating a “love of learning for LIFE!” 

                   Year 3 4 PE—”Circuits!”                             Class Cedar setting off for Europe!          Class Pine exploring France! 



ATTENDANCE UPDATE:  

As a school we will continue to focus on exceptional attendance as this is essential for              

children to make the best progress. As a whole school, we have a target for the year of 97%. 

Each week, we will share class attendance during our Stanhope Stars assembly and when a 

class reaches 9 weeks of achieving 97% attendance, they will be rewarded.  

Developing our love of reading!  

There are some fantastic books in our school and children at Stanhope 

evidently enjoy reading. I was pleased to reflect on the poem “The British” 

by Benjamin Zephaniah on Tuesday during a daily reading session with 

Year 6 and we will continue to develop a positive culture of reading in the 

school through sharing book recommendations with children, exploring 

high quality texts during learning time and inspiring children to read a 

range of texts; trying new genres, titles and authors which they may      

enjoy.  

Class This Week This Year 

Reception (Acorns) 88%  93% 

Year 1 (Elm) 99%  97% 

Year 2 (Chestnut) 93%  95% 

Year 3 and 4 (Pine) 100%  97% 

Year 3 and 4 (Maple) 98%  97% 

Year 3 and 4 (Cedar) 97%  96% 

Year 5 (Willow) 93%  97% 

Year 5 (Sycamore) 90%  94% 

Year 6 (Hazel) 91%  94% 

Year 6 (Oak) 91%  92% 

At and Above School 
Attendance Target 

97% + 

Below Target and 
Attendance causing con-
cern 

95% - 

Serious Attendance Con-
cern: Persistent Absence 

90%- 

Whole School Target 97% 

Actual Whole School 
Weekly Attendance 

95% 



KEY DATES:  

Thursday 22nd January 2026 Stanhope Partnership Afternoon – 1.30pm                             
(Arts and Crafts) 

Year 6 

Friday 13th February 2026 Valentines Disco – FOSS Whole School 

Monday 16th February – Friday 
20th February 2026 

Half Term Whole School including 
Nursery 

Monday 23rd February 2026 INSET DAY Whole School including 
Nursery 

Tuesday 24th February 2026 Return to School Whole School including 
Nursery 

Thursday 5th March 2026 World Book Day Whole School including 
Nursery 

Thursday 12th March 2026 Stanhope Partnership Afternoon – 1.30pm (Arts and 
Crafts) 

Year 3 & 4 

Tuesday 24th March 2026 Parent and Carer Consultations Whole School including 
Nursery 

Wednesday 25th March 2026 Parents and Carer Consultations Whole School including 
Nursery 

Monday 30th March 2026 – 
Friday 10th April 

Easter Holidays Whole School including 
Nursery 

2025-26 Term Dates 

 
Safeguarding Updates at  Stanhope Primary School: 

Ensuring children are safe and feel well supported is vital at our school 

and each week we will share with parents resources which may be use-

ful to you as you too support your children. We are aware that many 

children in school—certainly in KS2—have access to a phone or tablet 

and are aware of several children using social media such as SnapChat.  

Our school website has some great links and resources to support par-

ents safeguard their children and uploaded this week is a specific poster 

with advice and guidance for parents about monitoring their child 

online starting with Snapchat. Click the link for full access to the poster.  

https://www.stanhopeprimary.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=44&type=pdf
https://www.stanhopeprimary.co.uk/safeguarding-at-stanhope-primary-and-nursery-schoo
https://www.stanhopeprimary.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=60&type=pdf

